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glo steel frame bullding in

the world Todny there aore
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America has buildings which overtop
the mightiest of the prramids. They
range from eeven to thirty storles in
hejght. Every cily of any size and im-
portance in the United States has them
by the score, and others are in the pro-
cess of orection every day. Even lesz
than a generation ago such siructures
weare undreamed of.

To the most imaginative minds the
very thought of running up a bullding
alnyost as high as the Washiogton Monu-
ment and, most curious of all, starting
the brickwork upon the tenth or twentl-
oth floor, was utterly absurd. Our
fathers would have scoffod at the very
suggestion of such a thing.

The modern stecl frame bullding or
skyscraper s essentinlly a product of
the closing decade of the ninoteenth
century, It is n silent but forcible
evidenee of Yankee Inventive genlus, of
the rapld strides of progress {n the New
World All Europe, backed by the wis-
dom of centurles of oxperience, had
never dreamed of such a thing unt!l the
whole world was sot agape by the erce-
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Faul Fiullding, New York, and the Mars
quette FPuilding, in Chleigo, have pro-
visions made at the bases ol thelr

He was standing in a room on the six- [ fcundeticn columns fol rnlsing them

teenth floor of a buildlng across the
street, The occupant of the room baidl
fastened & paper weight to the co=d of
the window shade to keep the rurtain
down, the spring belhg out of order. The
welght swung clear of the windowslll,
thus forming o perfect plumb boli. While
standing In the room the newspaper man
happened to glance along this cord and
acrosz the street to the corner of the
mammoth buflding opposite. He started
in surprise. Agaln he looked scroes the
cord, unahle to belleve the truth of what
he saw. The string was most certaloly
plumb, else the laws of gravitation were

utterly at fault. But the plumb llm:-i

formed Ly the wia'ye cocd amdl po
welght was correct heyond all gquestisn
of a deudbt: therefors the glant structure
was lesning to one siye!

He rmsted out of the room and got
gwornl friends to =ecarm with him.
They 411 testified to the game siarifag
fart. W thout stopplnz for further mwr-
ley, be hartily secured an enginoer, aad
had careful measurem its taken. The
bulldug was found to lean nlae inciies
to the eastwnrd at the top.

Extenslve examinatloas wors mnde by
bulld'ng experts and *aglwers, adl tre
corrivslon was at lensth reached that
toe etencitre was perfes:ly =afe and that
taery wos not the slightzat dapger of its
going cver.

Settle as a Whole.

When these great aowes sind or set-
thov gn all In'a %ody. There Is no
¢ of one corner and conseqgiuent
twis*ing ¢z the framevcrk. All this is
care™zily provided ag:inst and  the
frame {5 braced accordingly. If there is
any ectilement the entira bullding poes
tozethes snd the struciurs as 4 ol
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The erection of the hig additlon to!

[ Woodwnrd & Lothrop’s dopartment store

In this city [urnishes a faly Jdea of how

a modern steel frame bullding Is run up.

In thls case the brick and stone work
bns begun on the third fivor, leaving no
masonsy on the floors below or above
the third. All of the pist winter and
spring were spent in laying the founda-
tion bedding. gpon which rest the bhugs
iron girders for the framework. This
bedding was composed of steel girders
and solld cement, and extends far down

|into the ground to insure agalnst sny
| sottlement due to lack of a proper

bottom:
tallest inhahited bullding in the
aund one of the greatest In point

|of modern {urnizhings and equipments,
|18 the Park How Ballding In New York

city. It loonms up far above Its fellows,
and can bo sesn Iar out in New Jersey,

from Loog Island ad from "¢ deck

of avery ship entering the harbors, It

has twenty-nine storfes and Is 581 feet
in helght—exceeding by 50 feet the ex-
tremo helght of the Great Pyramid. The
structure welghs about 20,000 tons, and,
including Its furniture snd live welght,
ftg total dead welght probably amounts
to #i.400 tons. There sre 950 rooms in |
the building, and {ts average population
I8 fully 8,000, & number that would do |
credit to many a flourlshing country
town. Tha place Is provided with resg«
taurants &and handsomely furnished
mpartments, so thot business men may"
live there the year round, "and llw!
comfortably too, without golog outside |
the enormous bullding, ]

But th. American skyscraper fs still |
In Itz Infancy, and, under the continual i
growth In the demand for land in clitles, |
Ita future cannot be predicted with any |
degree of ncouraey.
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